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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application 
is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 08/14/2006 has been entered. 


Response to Arguments 
2. Applicant's arguments filed on 08/14/2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicants argue that Schuster does not disclose or suggest at least the feature of 
transmitting from the server to the first terminal a second message comprising the network 
address. To support this argument, Applicants discloses that the cited paragraph of Schuster does 
not relate to a network address of a conferencing resource but to a network address of a user. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees with the Applicants. As disclosed by Applicants, 
Schuster discloses that the user identifiers in SIP requests are known as SIP addresses, and that 
SIP addresses are referred to as SIP URL's. Subsequently, continue Applicants, the redirect 
servers process an invite message by sending back the SIP URL where a callee is reachable. 
Thus, the redirect servers send back the address of a conferencing resource that is the address 
wherein a callee is reachable, and which (the SIP URL) is capable of sustaining the conference 
call. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schuster et al. (Schuster), U.S. Patent No. 6577622, in view of Henrikson et al. (Henrikson), 
U.S. Patent No. 6870916. 

Regarding claim 1, Schuster discloses a method for administering conferencing resources 
in a communications system (see abstract), the method comprising: transmitting from a first 
terminal to a conference server a first message comprising a request for a resource capable of 
sustaining a conference call (i.e., SIP invite) (see figs. 2, 10A, 10B, and col. 9, lines 20-28); and 
transmitting from the server to the first terminal a second message comprising the network 
address (i.e., redirect servers process an INVITE message by sending back the SIP-URL where 
the callee is reachable) (see col. 9, lines 33-34), wherein the communication system includes a 
plurality of terminals and a conference server (see abstract). 

Although Schuster discloses that the conference server transmits INVITE message 
together with SIP identifiers to the other terminals, and that data channels are created between 
the data network telephones and the conference server (although one skilled in the art would 
unhesitatingly make the argument) (see col. 23, lines 3-16), Schuster does not specifically 
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disclose a method comprising allocating by means of the server a network address identifying a 
resource capable of sustaining the conference call. 

However, Henrikson discloses a method comprising allocating by means of the server a 
network address identifying a resource capable of sustaining the conference call (i.e., resources 
are allocated for the conference call, and a conference bridge number and password are 
distributed to conference participants to permit access and calling to conference bridge) (see col. 
1, lines 42-48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to implement the teachings as described by Henrikson with the teachings of Schuster to 
have a server allocating appropriate resources, including bridge number (i.e., network address) 
and appropriate password to facilitate access to the conference call in order to ensure the proper 
functioning, as related to security, of the conference call process. 

Regarding claim 2, Schuster discloses a method (see claim 1 rejection) further 
comprising transmitting from the first terminal to at least one other terminal a third message 
comprising the network address (i.e., through the conference server, the first terminal transmits 
to the other terminals an invite message inherently comprising of the network address) (see figs. 
10A-10B, and col. 22, lines 41-61). 

Regarding claim 3, Schuster discloses a method (see claim 2 rejection) further 
comprising initiating connections from the first terminal and the said other terminal to the 
network address to establish a conference call between the first terminal and the said other 
terminal (see figs. 10A-10B, col. 22, line 62 to col. 23, line 16). 
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Regarding claim 4, Schuster discloses a method (see claim 3 rejection) wherein the step 
of transmitting the third message further comprises transmitting from the first terminal to at least 
two other terminals the third message comprising the network address (see figs. 10A-10B, and 
col. 22, lines 41-61); and wherein the initiating step further comprises initiating connections 
from the first terminal and the said, other terminals to the network address to establish the 
conference call between the first terminal and the said other terminals (see figs. 10A-10B, col. 
22, line 62 to col. 23, line 16). 

Regarding claims 5 and 17, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 1 and 13 
rejections) wherein in the first and second transmitting steps, the messages are SIP messages (see 
figs. 10A-10B, and col. 9, lines 20-49, and col. 22, lines 41-61). 

Regarding claims 6 and 18, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 5 and 17 
rejections) wherein in the step of transmitting from a first terminal to the server, the first message 
is an INVITE message (see figs. 10A-10B, and col. 9, lines 20-49, and col. 22, lines 41-61). 

Regarding claims 7 and 19, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 5 and 17 
rejections) wherein in the steps of transmitting from the server to the first terminal, the second 
message is a redirection message (see col. 9, lines 33-34). 

Regarding claims 8 and 20, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 5 and 17 
rejections) wherein in the step of transmitting from the first terminal to at least one other 
terminal, the third message is a REFER message (see figs. 10A-10B, and col. 22, lines 41-61). 

Regarding claims 9 and 21, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 1 and 13 
rejections) wherein in the step of allocating by the server, the network address is a uniform 
resource identifier (see fig. 10A-10B, and col. 9, lines 20-32). 


Application/Control Number: 10/645,848 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claims 10 and 22, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 9 and 
21 rejections) wherein in the step of allocating by the server, the network address is a 
dynamically generated uniform resource identifier (see col. 10, lines 20-29, and lines 50-56). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 23, Schuster discloses a method and system (see claims 1 and 
13 rejections) further comprising merging data transmitted to the network by each of the 
terminals that are parties to the conference call on establishment of the conference call by the 
resource (i.e., mixes incoming data) (see fids. 10A-10B, and col. 23, lines 3-16). 

Regarding claim 12, Schuster discloses a conference server for administering 
conferencing resources (see abstract), the conference server comprising: a receiver unit for 
configured to receive from a first terminal a first message comprising a request for a resource 
capable of sustaining a conference call (i.e., the conference server receives an INVITE request 
from the first terminal, which connote the inherency of a receiving unit) (see figs. 2, 10A, 10B, 
and col. 9, lines 20-28); and a transmission unit configured to transmit to the first terminal a 
second message comprising the network address (i.e., redirect servers process an INVITE 
message by sending back (from an inherent transmitting unit) the SIP -URL where the callee is 
reachable) (see col 9, lines 33-34), wherein the communication systems includes a plurality of 
terminals (see abstract) 

Although Schuster discloses that the conference server transmits INVITE message 
together with SEP identifiers to the other terminals, and that data channels are created between 
the data network telephones and the conference server (although one skilled in the art would 
unhesitatingly make the argument) (see col. 23, lines 3-16), Schuster does not specifically 
disclose an allocation unit configured to allocate a network address identifying a resource 
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capable of sustaining the conference call, wherein the conference server administers 
conferencing resource. 

However, Henrikson discloses a method comprising allocating by means of the server a 
network address identifying a resource capable of sustaining the conference call (i.e., resources 
are allocated (inherency of a allocation unit) for the conference call, and a conference bridge 
number and password are distributed to conference participants to permit access and calling to 
conference bridge) (see col. 1, lines 42-48). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to implement the teachings as described by Henrikson with the teachings of Schuster to 
have a server allocating appropriate resources, including bridge number (i.e., network address) 
and appropriate password to facilitate access to the conference call in order to ensure the proper 
functioning, as related to security, of the conference call process. 

Regarding claim 13, Schuster discloses a system (see claim 12 rejection) comprising a 
conference server and a plurality of terminals including the first terminal (see figs. 10A-10B). 

Regarding claim 14, Schuster discloses a system (see claim 13 rejection) wherein the first 
terminal is configured to transmit to at least one other terminal a third message comprising the 
network address (i.e., through the conference server, the first terminal transmits to the other 
terminals an invite message inherently comprising of the network address) (see figs. 10A-10B, 
and col. 22, lines 41-61). 

Regarding claim 15, Schuster discloses a system (see claim 14 rejection) wherein the first 
terminal and the said other terminal are configured to initiate connections to the network address 
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to establish a conference call between the first terminal and the said other terminal (see figs. 
10A-10B, col. 22, line 62 to col. 23, line 16). 

Regarding claim 16, Schuster discloses a system (see claim 15 rejection) wherein the first 
terminal is configured to transmit to at least two other terminals the third message comprising the 
network address (see figs. 10A-10B, and col. 22, lines 41-61); and wherein the first terminal and 
the said other terminals are configured to initiate connections to the network address to establish 
a conference call between the first terminal and the said other terminals (see figs. 10A-10B, col. 
22, line 62 to col. 23, line 16). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pierre-Louis Desir whose telephone number is (571) 272-7799. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM- 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Pierre-Louis Desir 
10/23/2006 


ERIKA 
PRIMARY 



